
The very first Christmas
J4
Characters (in order of appearance)

· Reader

· 2 Storytellers
· Mary

· Joseph

· Innkeeper
· 3 Shepherds

· Man of Bethlehem
· 5 Angels

· Choir
Props:
Two large chairs to represent doors of inn and house.  Two chairs put together to represent manger.  Hay.  Five chairs for Angels to stand on.  Sticks and red paper for Shepherds' fire.  Lantern

Reader:
Isaiah 11v1-5


Many years later in the days of Herod, the angel Gabriel …..


Luke 1v26-33, Luke 2v1-6

Scene 1
1st Storyteller
We are going tell you what we think the very first Christmas was like.

2nd Storyteller
Mary and Joseph have come to Bethlehem.  It is very late at night.

(Singing, before curtain rises, of 'Silent Night' by Choir.  Enter Mary and Joseph.  Innkeeper is behind one door and Man of Bethlehem behind the other)
Joseph
I hope we can find somewhere to rest in Bethlehem, Mary.

Mary
Oh, so do I.  I'm so tired.

Joseph
Let us try this house.

(Joseph knocks on door which is opened by the Man)

Man
What do you want?

Joseph
Have you any room to spare?

Man
No, we are full up.  I'm sorry.  Good night.  (Shuts door)
Mary
Oh dear, I don't think I can go much further.

Joseph
Here is an inn.  Perhaps they will have room.

(Knocks at the inn door, which is opened by the Innkeeper)

Innkeeper
Hello, what do you want?

Joseph
Have you any room where we can stay?

Innkeeper
No, I am sorry, all my rooms are full.

Mary
Oh dear!  Haven’t you any place where we can rest?

Innkeeper
Well, perhaps I could find room for you in the stable.  Follow me.

(He holds up his lantern and opens the door for Mary and Joseph)
Mary & Joseph
Thank you very much.

SCENE 2
1st Storyteller
The shepherds are out on the hills near Bethlehem.
(Choir sings ‘While shepherds watched’.  Shepherds sit round their fire)

1st Shepherd
It’s very cold tonight.  I’m glad we have a good fire.

2nd Shepherd
I hope no wild animals will come to kill the sheep tonight.

3rd Shepherd
I’m very tired, I think I’ll have a sleep.

1st Shepherd
(Standing up)   Yes, you go to sleep and I will keep watch first.

(Other two Shepherds go to sleep and 1st Shepherd peers around him with his hand to his eyes.  Angels enter)

1st Shepherd
(Waking other Shepherds)   Look!  Look!  What a bright light!

2nd Shepherd
(Standing up)   Oh, I wonder what it is?

3rd Shepherd
I’m afraid.  It’s so bright.

Angels
Don’t be afraid, we bring you good news.  Jesus is born tonight.  You will find him lying in a manger in Bethlehem.

(One Angel, if possible, can sing here the first verse of  ‘0 come all ye faithful’.  Angels then exit)

All Shepherds
Come, let us go to Bethlehem and find the baby Jesus.
SCENE 3

1st Storyteller
Now we will show you these people coming to the stable at Bethlehem.

2nd Storyteller
Baby Jesus has been born and you will see him in the manger.

(Choir sings ‘Away in a manger’.  Mary is sitting by the manger.  Joseph is by her side.  The Innkeeper and the Man are on the other side of manger.  Angels are standing on chairs behind Mary)

Joseph
Is the baby asleep, Mary?

Mary
No, his eyes are wide open, Joseph.

Innkeeper
What a lovely baby he is.

Man
I have never seen one like him.

Joseph
Who is this coming?

(Enter Shepherds from left)

1st Shepherd
We have come to see the baby.

2nd Shepherd
The angels told us about him.

3rd Shepherd
There he is in the manger, just as they said.

(They kneel at one side of the manger)

Mary
Thank you all for coming.

(All sing ‘Once in royal David’s city’)

THE END 
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